
Grade Level
Standards and

Curriculum Overview

First Grade



 The California Department of Education has  adopted curriculum
standards for grades TK-12.  Click here for more information.

The purpose of this document is to provide parents and guardians
with an overview of the standards for their child's grade as well as
the curriculum used in PVSD classrooms.

O VERV I EW

https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/


E N G L I S H  L A NG UAGE  A RTS

Ask and answer questions about key details in a text
Retell stories using key details about character, setting, and major
events
 Compare, contrast and make connections within the texts
(adventures and experiences of characters in stories)
Ask and answer questions about key details in a text 
Identify main ideas and details
Compare, contrast, and makes connections within the texts (on same
topics e.g., in illustrations, descriptions, or procedures)
Read grade level high frequency words
Know spelling-sound correspondences for common consonant
digraphs and blends
Decode regularly spelled one syllable words (cvc)
Know final-e (CVCe) for representing long vowel sounds; Knows
common vowel team conventions for representing long vowel sounds
Read words with inflectional endings (s, es, ed, ing, etc.)
Read grade level material with appropriate accuracy and fluency to
support comprehension

First grade students will:



Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book
they are writing about, state an opinion, supply a reason for the opinion,
and provide some sense of closure.
Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply
some facts about the topic, and provide some sense of closure.
Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately
sequenced events, include some details regarding what happened, use
temporal words to signal event order, and provide some sense of
closure.
Demonstrates command of standard English grammar and usage when
writing
Uses capital and lowercase letters when appropriate
Spells first grade high frequency words correctly
Uses end punctuation for sentences
Uses conventional spelling for words with common spelling patterns

First grade students will:

W R I T I N G  A ND  LAN GU AGE



M A THE M AT IC S

Represent and solve problems involving addition and subtraction

Understand and apply properties of operations in relationship between addition and
subtraction

Add and subtract within 20 (add and subtract within 10 is a required fluency in 1st
grade)

First grade students will:

1. Use addition and subtraction within 20 to solve word problems involving
situations of adding to, taking from, putting together, taking apart, and comparing,
with unknowns in all positions, e.g., by using objects, drawings, and equations with
a symbol for the unknown number to represent the problem.
2. Solve word problems that call for addition of three whole numbers whose sum is
less than or equal to 20, e.g., by using objects, drawings, and equations with a
symbol for the unknown number to represent the problem.

3. Apply properties of operations as strategies to add and subtract.3 Examples: If
8 + 3 = 11 is known, then 3 + 8 = 11 is also known. (Commutative property of
addition.) To add 2 + 6 + 4, the second two numbers can be added to make a
ten, so 2 + 6 + 4 = 2 + 10 = 12. (Associative    property of addition.)
4. Understand subtraction as an unknown-addend problem. For example, subtract
10 – 8 by finding the number that makes 10 when added to 8.

5. Relate counting to addition and subtraction (e.g., by counting on 2 to add 2).
6. Add and subtract within 20, demonstrating fluency for addition and  subtraction
within 10.    Use strategies such as counting on; making ten (e.g., 8 + 6 = 8 + 2 + 4
= 10 + 4 = 14);  decomposing a number leading to a ten (e.g., 13 – 4 = 13 – 3 – 1 =
10 – 1 = 9); using the   relationship between addition and subtraction (e.g.,
knowing that 8 + 4 = 12, one knows 12 – 8 =  4); and creating equivalent but
easier or known sums (e.g., adding 6 + 7 by creating the known equivalent 6 + 6
+ 1 = 12 + 1 = 13).



M A T H E M A T ICS(CONT INUED )

Work with addition and subtraction equations

Extend the counting sequence

Understand place value

First grade students will:

7. Understand the meaning of the equal sign, and determine if equations
involving addition and subtraction are true or false. For example, which of the
following equations are true and which are false? 6 = 6, 7 = 8 – 1, 5 + 2 = 2 + 5,
4 + 1 = 5 + 2.
8. Determine the unknown whole number in an addition or subtraction equation
relating three whole numbers. For example, determine the unknown number that
makes the equation true in each of the equations 8 + ? = 11, 5 = ? – 3, 6 + 6 = ?

1. Count to 120, starting at any number less than 120. In this range, read and write
numerals and represent a number of objects with a written numeral.

2. Understand that the two digits of a two-digit number represent amounts of
tens and ones.
Understand the following as special cases:

a. 10 can be thought of as a bundle of ten ones—called a “ten.”
b. The numbers from 11 to 19 are composed of a ten and one, two, three, four,
five, six,
seven, eight, or nine ones.
c. The numbers 10, 20, 30, 40, 50, 60, 70, 80, 90 refer to one, two, three, four,
five, six,
seven, eight, or nine tens (and 0 ones).

3. Compare two two-digit numbers based on meanings of the tens and ones
digits, recording the results of comparisons with the symbols >, =, and <.

       



M A T H E M A T ICS(CONT INUED )

Use place value understanding a properties of operations to add and subtract

Measure lengths indirectly by iterating length units

Add and subtract within 10

First grade students will:

4. Add within 100, including adding a two-digit number and a one-digit number, and
adding a two-digit number and a multiple of 10, using concrete models or drawings
and strategies  based on place value, properties of operations, and/or the
relationship between addition and subtraction; relate the strategy to a written
method and explain the reasoning used. Understand that in adding two-digit
numbers, one adds tens and tens, ones and ones; and sometimes it is necessary to
compose a ten.
5. Given a two-digit number, mentally find 10 more or 10 less than the number, without
having to count; explain the reasoning used.
6. Subtract multiples of 10 in the range 10–90 from multiples of 10 in the range 10–90
(positive or zero differences), using concrete models or drawings and strategies
based on place value, properties of operations, and/or the relationship between
addition and subtraction; relate the strategy to a written method and explain the
reasoning used.

1. Order three objects by length; compare the lengths of two objects indirectly by
using a third object.
2. Express the length of an object as a whole number of length units, by laying
multiple copies of a shorter object (the length unit) end to end; understand that the
length measurement of an object is the number of same-size length units that span
it with no gaps or overlaps. Limit to contexts where the object being measured is
spanned by a whole number of length units with no gaps or overlaps.

       



H I S T O R Y  S O C IA L  SC I EN CE

FIRST GRADE

Students in the first grade are ready to learn more about the world they live in, about the
choices they make, and about their responsibilities to other people. They begin to learn
how necessary it is for people and groups to work together and how to resolve problems
through cooperation. Students’ expanding sense of place and spatial relationships
provides readiness for new geographic learning and a deeper understanding of
chronology. Students also are ready to develop a deeper understanding of cultural
diversity and to appreciate people from various backgrounds and ways of life that exist
in the larger world that they are now beginning to explore. Students also begin to develop
economic and financial literacy as they learn about work in school, in the home, and
outside the home, and the exchange of goods and services for money. Students increase
their knowledge of cost-benefit analysis by recognizing that choices have consequences. 

Topics of Study:
The Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship
Geography of the Community
Symbols, Icons, and Traditions of the United States 
Life Today and Long Ago
Cultural Literacy: One Nation, Many People
Economics: Goods and Services 



 S C I EN CE

Plant Shapes
Animal Sounds
Shadows and Light
Patterns of Motion of Objects in the Sky

FIRST GRADE

In grade one, students engage with plants, animals, light, and sound to recognize more
patterns in the world around them . All of the instructional segments in grade one set up
future learning: What causes plants and animals to look different from one another but
similar to their parents? How does light allow our eyes to see things? What causes the
phases of the Moon and the seasons? None of these questions will be answered at this
grade level, but the CA NGSS learning progression will revisit them repeatedly in later
grades . The purpose of grade one is to give students a common background experience
with these phenomena and have students observe them well enough to recognize
patterns that prompt them to start asking questions about cause and effect relationships.

Instructional segments:



First grade students will receive standards-based instruction using the State
Board of Education adopted materials noted below.

C U R R IC U LUM


